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creditors or his family ; he ought to call his creditors
together, lay his circumstances honestly before
them, and pay as far as it will go. If his creditors
will do anything generously for him to enable him
to go on again, well and good; but he cannot
honestly oblige them to run the risk of his unfortu-
nate progress, and to venture their estates on his
bottom, after his bottom is really nothing at all but
their money, and has swallowed up all his own.

But I pass from the honesty to the prudence of
it; from what regards his creditors, to what re-
gards himself; and I affirm that nothing can be
more imprudent and impolitic, as it regards himself
and his family, than to go on after he sees his circum-
stances irrecoverable. If he has any consideration
for himself or his future happiness, he will stop in
time, and not be afraid of meeting the mischief
which he sees follow too fast for him to escape. Be
not so afraid of breaking as not to break till neces-
sity forces you, and that you have nothing left. In
a word, I speak it to every declining tradesman, If
you love yourself, your family, or your reputation,
and would ever hope to look the world in the face
again, to break in time.

By breaking in time you will first obtain the
character of an honest, though unfortunate man.
It is owing to the contrary course, which is indeed
the ordinary practice of tradesmen, namely, not to
break till they run the bottom quite out, and have
little or nothing left to pay, that some people think
all men that break are knaves. The censure it is
true is unjust, but the cause is owing to the indis-
cretion, to call it no worse, of the poor tradesmen,,
who, putting the mischief as far from them as they
can, trade on to the last gasp, until a throng of
creditors coming on them together, or being ar-
rested, and not able to get bail, or by some such.